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THE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

This update is published weekly during the General Session and monthly
during the Interim and Special Sessions.

Alerts and News from the Hill

The legislature has made all of the cuts to the budget and now is going to be
looking at backfilling those cuts. At this point, with the September cuts, the
HB 3 cuts for FY09 and the appropriation subcommittee cuts for FY10, more
than $1 billion has been cut from Utah's budget, a total of 19%. There is no
ongoing money left, but they will now be considering one-time monies, the
federal stimulus package, and possible revenue sources as they prioritize
programs and make tough decisions about who will have to weather the cuts,
and who will be held harmless. Decisions are expected to be made over the
next few days, and announced next week. We are working hard to maintain
funding levels for General Assistance, the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) Program, the Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust Fund and the Olene
Walker Housing Loan Fund.

HB299 - Unlawful Detainer Amendments (Froerer)(1st Substitute)
passed unanimously off of the House floor on Tuesday with two
amendments. The bill will legally affect people living in foreclosed properties
by expediting the eviction process and increasing legal damages. However,
both amendments mitigate this effect on renters who may not even know the
property is in foreclosure. One amendment provides notice to renters 45
days after the foreclosure process has begun. The other can mitigate the
damages on these renters.
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Things to Watch This Week

HB 428 - Unemployment Insurance Amendments

HB 428 will modernize Utah's Unemployment Insurance (Ul) system to
provide Ul benefits to individuals that currently have been excluded from
the program. By modernizing our Ul provisions, we will qualify for more
$56 million dollars in federal stimulus money for Ul benefits over the next
three years. The bill will allow for consideration of an alternative base
period (the last 4 completed calendar quarters) for customers who don't
gualify under the current standard base period (first 4 of the last 5
completed calendar quarters); will provide Ul benefits to part-time workers;
and will allow benefits for individuals who quit their job to accompany their
relocating spouse. This bill was only introduced this week, so it will have to
move fast to get passed before the end of the session.

HB 219 - Tobacco Tax Amendments
The house version of the tobacco tax bill is finally on the move and will raise
the tobacco tax and give the revenue to the Department of Health for
tobacco prevention, reduction, cessation, and control programs; the

University of Utah School of Medicine for medical education; and the
Huntsman Cancer Institute for cancer research.

Legislative Priorities

Position Key: 1=support; 2=neutral; 3=opposed
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list for addivonal needed cuts of $57,000 for
FYi0

::"‘_"b”"f“‘“' appropriaticn | $50,000 - base budget 1 |No cuts for 2010 budget.
SCR 3 Concurrent Resclution
Urging the Creation of a Utah Sen Pac Jones Bill to create a state counil on fimncil ' Passed both House and Senate as of
Councd on Financial and education 3/10/09. Sent to Governor 3/12/09.
|Econcenic Education

Bill requires public schools to provide financial
SB 100 Financial and Economic and economic literacy passport and Passed both Mouse and Senate as of
Lieracy Education Sen. Pat jones |informationa bout the UT Educ Savings Plan I |2/19/09. On its way to the Governore's
Amendments Account to parents or guardians of office.

kinderegarten students.

FY09 funding was $157,000; FY 10

recommendation leaves us at just over i
mﬂ:&r::ml:w appropriation | $100.000 and we are low on the priorizaton | :“S:.‘?dc:;'uw b s e

HB 91 IDA Amendments

Rep. Seegmiller

Provides that an IDA can be establshed for

client’s with disability to purchasee assstive

items and that the IDA funds cannot be used
in d | r

Chidcare Assistance

Passed both House and Senate as of
2/24/09. On its way to the Governor's
office.

Maintain pre-budget cut level; this year's level
will be the same because of maneuvering to
koep from losing the 4X federal match

DWS was gven the money in thewr
Special Administrative Fund to use as
state match dollars to draw down over
$40 million in federal stmukss dollars
|and CCDG.

Funding for Head Start
Education

appropriation

'Maintain at last year's level of $100,000.

Endire state-funded base budget has
been cut for FY 10, however there are 2
loc of federal head start dollars n the
stimulus package that should provide
MOre Programiming Over Next two years.

Emergency Food Network

$300.000 base budget.

Lost $100,000 of one-time money for
FY 10, but base budges is still preserved.

Protect and restore eligibilicy,
provider rate, and health
tion within Medicad

Pr

appropriation

Restore Medicaid eligibility levels, programs,
and peovider rates that are likely to be cut
(Age. Blind, Disabled eligibility. Closing Utah
Primary Care Network to New Enrcllees;
Foster Care Independent Living Program;
Primary Care Grants; Eliminate Workforce
Financial Assistance; Provider rates).

Restore Optional Mediaid
Services

- e,

Many provider resmbursment rate cuts
were restered using one-time money
kzed from HIVOLOR,

Restore Medicaid services that were cut
during special session (Eyeghsses, Dental
Services, Physical Therapy, Occupatioml

SB225 Legal Immigrant

The only service that was restored was
physical therapy.

Therapy, Audiology)
Removes the S-year waiting period that legal

Children’s Health Care Sen Robles  |immigrant children must meet before enrofing Bdl did not pass this session.
Amend! in CHIP or Medicaid

HB 171 Legal Immigrane Removes the S-year waiting period that legal

Children's Heakh Care Rep. Holdaway |immigrant children must meet before enroling. | |Bdl did not pass this session.
Amend: in CHIP or Medicad
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HB |88 Health System Reform — Insurance
Market; HB 331 Health Reform ~ Mealth
Insurance Coverage in State Contracts; HB
165 Health Reform -Administrative
Simplification - These bills have many
components including: increasing transparency
around insurers and brokers, creating limited
benefic and mandate-lite packages (COBRA
alternative option), increasing reporting

Health Reform Taskforce Bills requirements so that the impact of such 1 !dkpomd Houws Smm e
N e ba ored ding the awaiting the Governor's signature.
portal to include defined contribution, and
creating a risk adjuster board that will develop
a plan for the risk adjustment mechanism in
the defined contribution market and the
thodelogy for imph ing the defined
contribution market. The bill. while noc
comprehensive reform, lays the foundation for
broader reforms in the future,
An cmnibus (broad) bill calling for statewide
fapeation & impl ol =y
HE |44 Medical Language Rep Chavez- |standards for Cultural and Uinguistically i Passed House and Senate 3/5/09,
Interpreter Act Houck Appropriate Services (CLAS) across al awaiting Governor's signature.
sectors and thru public-private sector
partmership over 3 years
; P R R f Physicians were fully restored, hospitals
:4 . - appropriation i andm = o s I |and non-physician providers and were
f ! partially restored.
Increase of tob tax with r to fund
SB 114 Tobacco Tax Sen.
PR o Chiicranssn lm:mudmh access to health care and cancer I |Saxing in rules comeitzee since 2/12/009.
Increase of tob: ax with r to fund
HB 219 Tobacco Tax Increase | Rep. Ray e coues to sk cars und I |Sting in rules committee since 2/27009.

research - this is a higher tax rate than the SB
114,

Olenc Waker Housing Loan | _ e Anticipating a loss of $500K for one-tme over , [iiciad tlk of $354.5K ongoing cut,
Fund pprop FY09 and engoing cuts. $105K one-time “backfill® for FY 10
y Anticipating a loss of $300K for one-time ¥ X
Pamela Atkinson Homeless X . Initial talk of $105K ongoing cut. $105K
Trust Fund appropriation ::ng over FY09 and FY08 as well as ongoing | ane-time “backfill* for FY10
The State Board of Education weuld provide
HB 82 Teacher Mortgage Loan |Representative [for teachers a program loan of $15,000 to be N
Program Hemmingway |used for purchasing a home which loan can ' mnda i ot face:
convert into a gram
P Passed on House floor and in Senate
e oy Tonc Rallok Rep. Froerer , ‘“fi"‘a:d :::z‘:‘ ks for I |commazee. Tabled in Semate because of
dees large fiscal note.
Effectively allows previous owners of
foreclosed properties to be evicted more
Passed Senate and House after
I%m (3rd Sub) Unlawful Rep. F qui:ldy and wntf greater damages. O‘ur 2 RERIT i o
Detainer Amendments " e notice to an was 200 Sk Gy danscie
removed, but we were able to keep the bill ac : "¢ b ety
the status quo for renters.
Describes what cities must do to charge S
g 342'_.:: P xm Rep. Froerer | dfferent rental fees to landlords, including 2 Pus:d Hove an: : at:“ 19
e T specifications sbout a good hndlord program Mg toms: R s
HJR20 Joint Resolution Requests the Governor to convene a working
Expressing Support for a Rep King group 1o seek a %0 to 120 day moratorium on - | | Never made it to the floor.
Moratorium on Foreclosures 2 foreclosure proceedings
: Makes numerous RDA amendments, including
:BZ(?SCO 't! | Bramble |" ing the housing funding under some Passed House and Senate on 3/12/09,
G mnc . © plam\h;ue ::m:erne: about this part e awaiting Governor's signature.
Agency Amendments s P tng & i

of the bil
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Advocate's Calendar

The Family Investment Coalition's  Call your elected officials:
Advocate's Caucus will be held
every Wednesday during the 2009  Governor - (800) 705-2464
General Session in the Olmstead  House - (800) 908-4261
Room of the East Building from Senate - (800) 613-0677
12:15 pm until 1:15 pm. We will
discuss our legislative agendas, talk Who is your Legislator? Find out by
about Session items of interest, and inserting your address here.
collaborate with other advocates.

Click here for more information.
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