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THE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

This update is published weekly during the General Session and monthly
during the Interim and Special Sessions.

Alerts and News from the Hill

The legislature has made all of the cuts to the budget and now is going to be
looking at backfilling those cuts.  At this point, with the September cuts, the
HB 3 cuts for FY09 and the appropriation subcommittee cuts for FY10, more
than $1 billion has been cut from Utah's budget, a total of 19%.  There is no
ongoing money left, but they will now be considering one-time monies, the
federal stimulus package, and possible revenue sources as they prioritize
programs and make tough decisions about who will have to weather the cuts,
and who will be held harmless.  Decisions are expected to be made over the
next few days, and announced next week.  We are working hard to maintain
funding levels for General Assistance, the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) Program, the Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust Fund and the Olene
Walker Housing Loan Fund.

HB299 - Unlawful Detainer Amendments (Froerer)(1st Substitute)
passed unanimously off of the House floor on Tuesday with two
amendments. The bill will legally affect people living in foreclosed properties
by expediting the eviction process and increasing legal damages. However,
both amendments mitigate this effect on renters who may not even know the
property is in foreclosure. One amendment provides notice to renters 45
days after the foreclosure process has begun. The other can mitigate the
damages on these renters.
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Things to Watch This Week

HB 428 - Unemployment Insurance Amendments

HB 428 will modernize Utah's Unemployment Insurance (UI) system to
provide UI benefits to individuals that currently have been excluded from
the program.  By modernizing our UI provisions, we will qualify for more
$56 million dollars in federal stimulus money for UI benefits over the next
three years.  The bill will allow for consideration of an alternative base
period  (the last 4 completed calendar quarters) for customers who don't
qualify under the current standard base period (first 4 of the last 5
completed calendar quarters); will provide UI benefits to part-time workers;
and will allow benefits for individuals who quit their job to accompany their
relocating spouse.  This bill was only introduced this week, so it will have to
move fast to get passed before the end of the session.

HB 219 - Tobacco Tax Amendments

The house version of the tobacco tax bill  is finally on the move and will raise
the tobacco tax and give the revenue to the Department of Health for
tobacco prevention, reduction, cessation, and control programs; the
University of Utah School of Medicine for medical education; and the
Huntsman Cancer Institute for cancer research. 

Legislative Priorities

Position Key: 1=support; 2=neutral; 3=opposed
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Advocate's Calendar

The Family Investment Coalition's
Advocate's Caucus will be held

every Wednesday during the 2009
General Session in the Olmstead
Room of the East Building from
12:15 pm until 1:15 pm. We will

discuss our legislative agendas, talk
about Session items of interest, and

collaborate with other advocates.

Click here for more information.

Call your elected officials:

Governor - (800) 705-2464
House - (800) 908-4261
Senate - (800) 613-0677

Who is your Legislator? Find out by
inserting your address here.
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